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A new resource will 
soon be available 
from the Wisconsin 

Council of Churches to help 
congregations learn about 
– and respond to – hunger in 
their communities.

Food is one of the most 
basic human needs.  Without 
dependable access to food 
for a safe and nutritious diet, 
no one can lead a happy 
and productive life.  Hungry 
or undernourished children 
have difficulty learning, and 
their health suffers.  Adults 
who don’t get enough of the 
right foods to eat are stressed, 
dispirited, and unproductive.  
When individuals go hungry, 
the whole community bears 
the burden of lost human 
potential.

Yet there are many people 
in our communities who do 
not have enough to eat, or who 
worry about where their next 
meal is coming from.  Lack of 
money to buy food is the main 
reason.  Even working parents 
must sometimes make hard 
choices about whether to buy 
food, pay for medical care, or 
pay the rent.  Sometimes they 
go without food themselves in 
order that their children may 
eat.

It is not God’s will that 
people go hungry.  God “has 
filled the hungry with good 
things” (Luke 1:53) and Jesus 
had compassion on the hungry 
crowd (Matthew 15:32).  We 
are to pray for our daily bread 
(Matthew 6:11).  Caring for the 
poor and feeding the hungry is 
a basic responsibility of God’s 
people (see, for example, 
Proverbs 22:9).

Basic questions about 
hunger provide the starting 
point for the curriculum:  Who 
is hungry in Wisconsin?  What 
are the impacts of hunger?  
What are its causes?  What 
can be done about hunger?  
What does the Bible say about 
hunger?

Answering these questions 
is just the beginning.  This 
curriculum is called a study-
action guide because it aims 
to lead congregations to 

take concrete steps to help 
their hungry neighbors, in 
partnership with others in 
their community.  Participants 
will learn about the particular 
needs of hungry people in 
their own community, and 
what is – or is not – being 
done to meet those needs.  
The curriculum culminates 
in a brainstorming session to 
develop an action plan for local 
anti-hunger ministries and 
public policy advocacy.

Christians care for hungry 
people with direct service 
programs such as food 
pantries, soup kitchens, and 
community gardens.  But they 
also care for their neighbors 
through public policy advocacy.  
“Advocacy” simply means 
speaking (or writing) to those 
in positions of power and 
authority in support of policies 
that will promote the good 
of the community and all its 
members.  As citizens of a 
democracy, we have the ability 
to influence the actions of our 
government.  As Christians, we 
have the responsibility to use 
that power on behalf of the 
poor, the oppressed, and all 
who are in need.

Why is advocacy necessary?  
Simply because even the 
biggest and best direct service 
programs simply can’t do it 
all.  Eliminating hunger in our 
communities requires actions 
on many different fronts, by 
many different means.

A copy of the study-action 
guide will be sent to every 
member congregation of the 
Wisconsin Council of Churches 
this spring.  Watch for it!  The 
complete guide, including 
lesson plans, handouts and 
case studies, will also be 
available on the Council’s 
website for downloading.  A 
special section of the website 
will have links to additional 
resources and information on 
hunger in Wisconsin. 
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