HEALTH CARE REFORM PRINCIPLES
Health care is not an optional commodity. It is a fundamental good and a fundamental right. Healthy children – and thus a health care system accessible to all – is part of our covenant with future generations.
  

Wisconsin's health care system is broken.
· It is economically unsustainable:
· Wisconsin’s health care expenditures grew at an average rate of 8.4% per year between 1980 and 2004, and no end is in sight.  Costs for employer-sponsored plans are rising faster than wages or inflation.
· Businesses hire fewer people or shift jobs overseas because of the high and rising cost of providing health benefits, and companies are less competitive when they lose profits, raise prices, offer fewer wage increases, or offer fewer health benefits.
· People without health insurance often resort to emergency care, which costs more than regular care and is less effective; the additional cost is passed on to other consumers and their employers in the form of higher premiums (“cost shifting”).

· It is morally unjust:

· The purpose of insurance is to spread the financial risk of illness or injury among a large population, so that those who need care can afford it, and everyone in the insurance pool has a health care safety net.  However, many insurance companies “cherry pick” customers – covering healthy and low-risk persons while denying coverage to those with pre-existing conditions or who are in high-risk groups.

· In 2006, 297,000 Wisconsin residents (5%) had no health insurance of any kind during the past year.  Those without insurance tend to do without health care and so live sicker and die sooner.  Medical bills cause of half of all personal bankruptcies.
· Many more persons are underinsured – their insurance doesn’t cover all necessary health care services, so they can’t afford the out-of-pocket expenses.
· Persons who depend on their current employer for health insurance lose the freedom to change jobs, start a business, care for family at home full-time, or farm full-time.
While a full solution to the health care problem will require action at the national level, we can’t afford to wait.  Wisconsin needs to pass a comprehensive, statewide health reform plan based on the following seven principles:

1.  
The system must offer universal access.  It must include everyone, regardless of their age, medical history, race, genetic background, or ability to pay. It must be especially mindful of those most vulnerable, such as children and those who lack political or economic power.

2. 
The system must be comprehensive.  It must meet the full range of health care needs, including primary, preventive and long-term care, acute care, and treatment for mental illness and alcohol and drug addiction.

3.
The system must provide high-quality care.  Health care is too important a public good not to be good. It must convey a genuine respect for human life and dignity, and insure quality care for persons in the womb, throughout infancy, childhood and adult life, and at the end of life.

4.
The system must be fair and promote the common good.  It must not create a two-nation system. There must be a fair financing mechanism and costs and burdens must be spread across the entire community. A fair sharing of benefits and burdens binds the community together and ties one generation to the next.

5.
The system must be responsive to choice.  It must provide some measure of freedom to choose our doctors, the treatment we receive, and our health care plans. It must engage the patient in preventive, acute, rehabilitative and long-term care, and respect the religious and ethical values of individuals and institutions.  It must be portable, so that persons can change jobs without fear of losing their health coverage.
6.
The system must restrain costs and use our resources wisely.  The system must correct the imbalance between our financial investment in health care and our ability to provide a just distribution of services. The system must exercise good stewardship of our community’s resources by reducing administrative costs, striving for efficiency, and simplifying the delivery of care.

7.
The system must be transparent and accountable.  Checks and balances are necessary to insure that the powers granted to government and private agencies regarding health care and its financing are not abused, and the decisions made by such agencies must be accountable to the people that they serve and represent.  Consumers need to know the actual cost of medical services and procedures.
The time to act is now.

� Adapted and expanded from “JOB’s [Justice Overcoming Borders (Beloit, WI)] Six Principles for a Just and Ethical Health Care System for Wisconsin,” 10/30/07





