Handout # 5

Principles for Health Care Reform
	BASIC ETHICAL VALUES
	HEALTH CARE PRINCIPLES
	QUESTIONS FOR PROPOSALS


	Human Dignity: Basic Needs
Every human being is to be respected as a unique and precious creature of God.  No one should be denied basic needs on the basis of their wealth, health, or other personal circumstances.

	Universal access: medically necessary basic health care is available to all persons, regardless of their income, state of health, employment status, etc.
	Does the proposal enable everyone, or nearly everyone, to have health care coverage?

	
	Comprehensive benefits: benefits are available for every type of essential health care need (including treatment for mental illness and alcohol and other drug abuse)
	Does the proposal cover too little?  

	
	Honest assessment of community’s ability to meet members’ needs:  accurate assessment of limits to what can be expected from medical science and the resources available

	Does the proposal cover too much, or promise more than can be delivered?

	Human Dignity: Freedom
Respect for human dignity includes respect for individuals’ ability to make their own choices, and to be accountable for their own well-being and that of their dependents.
	Individuals have meaningful choices for their own (or their dependents’)  health care and coverage 

	Are the options offered adequate and realistic for everyone?

	
	Freedom to seek appropriate care (including preventative care) not limited or discouraged by high co-pays, arbitrary decisions of private companies or public agencies, etc. 

	Does the proposal make it too difficult for some people to seek necessary care?

	
	Complexity or number of choices does not impede prudent decision-making
	Are the options too numerous or difficult to understand for responsible adults to make good decisions?

	Common Good
Human beings are social creatures.  No one can live or flourish independently of other people, or apart from the health and good ordering of the community, and a community cannot flourish if the rights and well-being of its members are not respected.

	The health care system promotes the overall health of the whole community and all the specific groups within it


	Do the benefits of the proposal outweigh its costs to the community as a whole?

	Social Justice: Fairness
Justice means that the benefits and burdens of living in a community are fairly shared according to person’s needs, contributions, and responsibilities.
	Equitable Financing: Taxation according to ability to pay; Employers and employees each pay their fair share
	Are the sources of funding appropriate?

Are the amounts asked of each source fair?  

	
	Fair and proportionate differences in cost, coverage, etc. between different groups of people 
	Are the differences in the cost, kind, and amount of coverage for different groups or individuals fair and proportionate?

	Social Justice: The Most Vulnerable
We must be especially mindful of those who suffer the greatest deprivation, are in the greatest jeopardy, lack the resources to defend their own interests, and are the most easily overlooked.

	Affordable for all: People are not forced to choose between health care and other basic needs
	What will this proposal do for most disadvantaged?

	Stewardship: Shared Responsibility
All members and sectors of society – individuals, businesses, government, etc. – are responsible for wisely using their property and resources for the sake of the common good.
	Effective and appropriate sharing of responsibility for health care among government, businesses, public interest and community service organizations, and individuals 


	Is responsibility for health care shared effectively and appropriately under this approach?

	
	Accountability of government or corporate agencies to the individuals they serve, and transparent decision-making processes

	Are individuals and public and private agencies held accountable?

	Stewardship: Sustainability 
The wise use of resources requires forethought and concern for the future consequences of actions taken today.  Resources should not be wasted, but used efficiently and effectively for their intended purpose.


	Efficiency and cost-containment in delivering health care

	Is the proposal effective in achieving its goals while being efficient in keeping costs down?

	
	Maintain quality of health care


	Does the proposal strike the right balance between controlling costs and maintaining quality?



	
	Sustainable financing of health care

	Is the proposal affordable for individuals and the state over the long term?

	
	Sound factual basis for the way the health care is provided
	Do the facts overall support the claims made for the proposal?


